North Carolina’s Key Strengths

NC Business Rankings

Number 1: Business Climate nationwide in 2007, for a total of best business climate during six of the
last seven years by Site Selection magazine

Number 3. Best State for Business in the nation by Forbes.com, website of Forbes magazine

Nation’s most competitive economic development program by Site Selection magazine

Great Labor Environment, Skilled and Productive Workers
Right-to-work state — lowest unionization rate in the nation
Population of nearly 8.5 million — 11th largest in the US
Diverse labor force of 4.2 million — ranges from bus assembly to biopharmaceutical research

Largest, most productive and skilled manufacturing workforce in the Southeast

Comprehensive Workforce Development Network
Customized employee recruitment
Screening and training services by professional employment consultants
First in the nation to provide free customized training through a 58-campus Community College System

Programs range from orientation to skill-building, incumbent worker and on-the-job training

Education
Preschool programs designed to ensure readiness for all children
Increasingly competitive and accountable public schools
Affordable, accessible programs through 58-campus network of community colleges
First public university in the nation is one of 16 campuses of the University of North Carolina

Highly respected private institutions



Unequaled Proximity to Major Markets
Central East Coast location with the nation’s 2nd largest highway network

Within a 700-mile radius of more than 170 million US and Canadian consumers

Global Connectivity
Statewide accessibility to high-speed internet with 100% digital switching
Technology and telecommunications network includes rural areas

Advanced, reliable, voice, data and video communications

Competitive Operating Structure
Below national average cost of living indexes
Sixth lowest business costs in the US
Low electric and natural gas costs
Economic incentives for large power users

Among the lowest building costs in the nation

Comprehensive Transportation Infrastructure

Highway network — spanning more than 98,000 miles — connecting seven major interstates; rail system with
3,600 miles and 20 carriers; two modern, deep-water ports

Three international airports provide non-stop service to over 100 cities including Frankfurt, London and Toronto

Global TransPark — accommodates the world’s largest cargo jets

Excellent Quality of Life
Moderate climate; three beautifully scenic regions — coast, mountains and Piedmont
Culture rich in history and arts — nation’s first state-supported symphony and art museum

Well-known for motorsports, professional football, basketball and hockey teams, minor league baseball,
and famous inter-collegiate rivalries



